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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for recording vehicle-relevant data, in particular
for detecting and evaluating damage to a vehicle in which
structure-borne noise caused by an event, such as damage or
contact, is detected and evaluated. The noise is recorded
with its entire frequency spectrum, the frequency spectrum
is divided into a lower frequency range and an upper
frequency range, and an event is characterized by at least
one amplitude in the upper frequency range. The event
having an amplitude in the upper frequency range is
included in an envelope curve analysis, in which a lower
power density and upper power density are determined for
a lower and upper frequency range, respectively. A relative
measured value is determined from the ratio of the upper
power density to the lower power density, an evaluation of
the event is made by means of the relative measured value,
and the event is stored.
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METHOD FOR RECORDING
VEHICLE-RELEVANT DATA, IN
PARTICULAR FOR DETECTING AND FOR
EVALUATING MINOR DAMAGE, SENSOR
ARRANGEMENT FOR INSTALLATION IN A
VEHICLE AND VEHICLE HAVING THE
SENSOR ARRANGEMENT FOR CARRYING
OUT THE METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for recording vehicle-
relevant data, in particular for detecting and for evaluating
minor damage to a vehicle in which structure-borne noise
caused by an event, for example, caused by damage and/or
a contact is detected and evaluated. Furthermore the inven-
tion relates to a sensor arrangement for installation in a
vehicle by which means the aforesaid method can be carried
out, wherein the sensor arrangement comprises at least one
structure-borne noise sensor which can be disposed directly
on a vehicle shell of the vehicle and to which at least one
evaluation unit is assigned to which the structure-borne
noise sensor is connected in a measurement-signal-conduct-
ing manner, as well as a vehicle, in particular a motor vehicle
having a sensor arrangement for carrying out the method.

2. Brief Discussion of the Related Art

Methods for recording vehicle-relevant data and corre-
sponding sensor arrangements are used, inter alia, in order to
detect forces acting on the vehicle shell during driving
operation. To this end, the vehicle shell can have a plurality
of piezoelectric films configured as structure-borne noise
sensors by which means vibrations of the vehicle shell can
be recorded. In addition to the forces which occur during
normal driving operation, forces acting on the vehicle shell
caused by an accident can also be recorded with the struc-
ture-borne noise sensors, where data recorded with the
structure-borne noise sensors then allow conclusions to be
drawn on damage to the respective vehicle and on the origin
of the damage, in particular in combination with previously
collected vehicle status and/or driving operation data. In
addition, in the event of an accident, airbags can be triggered
by means of the structure-borne noise sensors in order to
protect occupants of a vehicle from injuries.

Whereas accidents can be detected relatively reliably with
the known structure-borne noise sensors, lesser damage to
the vehicle shell such as scratches or dents, which are
subsequently designated as minor damage, also cause mea-
surable structure-borne noise. However at the present time,
there is not a method or sensor arrangements in order to be
able to detect and evaluation corresponding minor damage,
in particular to parked vehicles since the known methods
and sensor arrangements do not allow any differentiated
evaluation of such damage. Minor damage such as scratches
and dents must therefore always be detected and evaluated
visually by a person, where a plurality of shortcomings are
associated with such a visual inspection. On the one hand, in
retrospect it can only be traced back with difficulty how the
minor damage has occurred and on the other hand, this can
sometimes date back several days so that it is almost
impossible to put a time limit on the occurrence of the
damage. In addition, the visual investigation by means of a
visual inspection of a vehicle is time-consuming so that in
some cases, high and frequently recurring costs are incurred,
e.g. when handing over or returning a hire car.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore the object of the invention to provide a
method by which means even the slightest minor damage
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2

such as scratches or dents can be detected and evaluated
precisely in time even when vehicles are parked.

This object is solved by a method, for recording vehicle-
relevant data, a sensor arrangement for installation in a
vehicle by which means the method is carried out, and a
vehicle having the sensor arrangement.

In particular, the present invention provides a method for
detecting and for evaluating minor damage to a vehicle in
which structure-borne noise caused by an event, for
example, caused by damage and/or a contact is detected and
evaluated. The structure-borne noise is recorded with its
entire frequency spectrum. The frequency spectrum is
divided with a filter into a lower frequency range and into an
upper frequency range. An event is characterized by at least
one amplitude in the upper frequency range, wherein the
event having the amplitude in the upper frequency range is
included in an envelope curve analysis. The envelope curve
analysis for the lower frequency range a lower power
density and for the upper frequency range an upper power
density is determined. A relative measured value is deter-
mined from the ratio of the upper power density to the lower
power density. An evaluation of the event is made by means
of the relative measured value and that the event is stored.

The sensor arrangement comprises at least one structure-
borne noise sensor which can be disposed directly on a
vehicle shell of the vehicle and to which at least one
evaluation unit is assigned to which the structure-borne
noise sensor is connected in a measurement-signal-conduct-
ing manner, wherein the evaluation unit comprises at least
one frequency converter and at least one spectral analysis
device connected after the frequency converter in terms of
process technology and an event storage unit is connected to
the spectral analysis device.

The vehicle, in particular motor vehicle, has a sensor
arrangement for carrying out the method of the present
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The figure is a schematic diagram of the method of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The method for recording vehicle-relevant data, in par-
ticular for detecting and for evaluating minor damage to a
vehicle in which structure-borne noise caused by an event,
for example, caused by damage and/or a contact is detected
and evaluated, is characterized according to the invention in
that the structure-borne noise is recorded with its entire
frequency spectrum, the frequency spectrum is divided with
a filter into a lower frequency range and into an upper
frequency range, an event is characterised by at least one
amplitude in the upper frequency range, wherein the event
having the amplitude in the upper frequency range is
included in an envelope curve analysis, in the envelope
curve analysis for the lower frequency range a lower power
density and for the upper frequency range an upper power
density is determined, a relative measured value is deter-
mined from the ratio of the upper power density to the lower
power density, an evaluation of the event is made by means
of the relative measured value and the event is stored.

By means of the envelope curve analysis of the recorded
frequency spectrum it is possible to make a very precise
evaluation of individual temporally consecutive amplitudes
or frequency spectra which allows a differentiated exami-
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nation and evaluation of the respective results. The differ-
entiated examination and evaluation of the events can take
place automatically directly after or at the same time during
the event so that a hitherto necessary visual inspection is
omitted and also there is no time mismatch between occur-
rence and evaluation of an event or damage. The events
detected with the method and stored can then be read out
simply and further utilised in order, for example, to coordi-
nate witness statements with the origin of an accident, to
assess the state of a vehicle to be hired when handing over
and/or upon return or to reconstruct minor damage and its
occurrence on a parked vehicle. In the case of hire cars, it is
thus possible to unambiguously clarity the responsibility for
minor damage.

In order to differentiate an event from vibrations of a
driving operation or usage as intended, a filter is provided
before the actual envelope curve analysis which advanta-
geously lies at a frequency above the vibrations which occur
during normal driving operation. Consequently only fre-
quency spectra which have at least an amplitude above the
filter are included in the following envelope curve analysis.
To this end, the frequency spectra recorded over time are
divided into the smallest possible time units, where a nor-
malised amplitude spectrum is created for each frequency
spectrum of a time unit, from which frequencies above the
filter can be determined as a single amplitude in a simple
manner. An event can thus be composed of a plurality of
frequency spectra recorded immediately consecutively in
time, of two or more time units which are then combined for
the envelope curve analysis of the respective event. In
particular, the structure-borne noise emanating from nascent
minor damage usually extends over a longer period of time
and is composed of frequency spectra of a plurality of time
units and differs significantly, for example, from the struc-
ture-borne noise which is produced during a closing or a
slamming of doors of a vehicle and which causes a usually
strong, temporally very limited vibration.

If an event is detected, the frequency spectra of this event
for the envelope curve analysis are advantageously recorded
in an amplitude curve of the upper frequency range and an
amplitude curve of the entire frequency spectrum. In this
case, only the amplitudes having a frequency above the filter
are included in the amplitude curve of the upper frequency
range. By integrating the amplitude curves of the upper
frequency range and the entire frequency spectrum, their
power density is then calculated in a simple manner in each
case, which power density corresponds to the respective area
below the amplitude curve over time. From the power
densities of the upper frequency range and the entire fre-
quency spectrum it is then possible, with overall very few
calculation steps, to determine the power density of the
lower frequency range by forming the difference value of the
power density of the upper frequency range and the power
density of the entire frequency range. The ratio of upper
power density to lower power density then gives the relative
measured value by means of which an automatic evaluation
of the event can be made. In a preferred embodiment the
relative measured value for minor damage has a value >1 or
is at least significantly greater than the value of the other
events and therefore can be distinguished significantly from
the other events, e.g. door closing or door slamming.

Instead of or in addition to an integration of the amplitude
curves, the area below the amplitude curves can be deter-
mined by means of ready-made boxes in which a number of
different-sized boxes as far as possible filling the entire area
below the amplitude curve is determined. The number and
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the size of the boxes can be compared with box composi-
tions stored for a certain frequency pattern.

The pre-set filter advantageously lies at a frequency of at
least 500 Hz. Depending on the type of vehicle and therefore
driving-induced basic noise, the filter can also be assigned to
other frequencies. The filter is then determined as a function
of the respective vehicle and above a driving-induced basic
noise of the respective vehicle.

Furthermore, a plurality of measured values can still be
detected for an event, where a comprehensive damage
picture is created from the measured values. If a plurality of
structure-borne noise sensors are disposed on a vehicle, at
least a plurality of measured values are available for an event
which can then be combined to form a comprehensive
damage picture. This damage picture then comprises inter
alia information on the position and distribution of minor
damage, on the severity of the damage caused and on the
time sequence of the formation of the minor damage. In
addition, a plurality of measured values for an event can then
be combined if these are recorded in a short time sequence
and can be linked meaningfully to one another. To this end
the sequence of individual events can then be compared with
a stored frequency pattern for specific minor damage. In
particular, reference is made here to scratches which consist
of a plurality of individual scratches and thus are firstly
detected as individual events in the evaluation and then
combined into a single event and stored. Past events can also
be included automatically in the evaluation of future events
in order to enable more accurate evaluations of events.
Characteristic events not previously considered which how-
ever do not constitute minor damage can thus be differen-
tiated from minor damage to be detected.

For a comprehensive damage picture the recorded events
can also be stored together with vehicle status data and/or
with ambient conditions. Damage which has occurred can
then be assessed by an expert more easily and better as a
result of comprehensive information without inaccurate wit-
ness statements possibly leading to a falsification of the
evaluation. Vehicle status data includes, inter alia, engine
operating state, speed and/or rpm of the vehicle. Further-
more, the location of the vehicle can be indicated by a link
to a GPS signal and the time of the damage by means of a
time comparison. Typical ambient conditions relate, for
example to external temperature, rain, traffic density, traffic
noise etc. According to a further embodiment, the vehicle
status data and/or the ambient conditions are additionally
included directly in the evaluation of an event so that the
occurrence of the damage can be evaluated automatically in
real time.

In addition, the invention relates to a sensor arrangement
for installation in a vehicle with which the method can be
carried out, where the sensor arrangement has at least one
structure-borne noise sensor, which can be disposed directly
on a vehicle shell of the vehicle and to which at least one
evaluation unit is assigned to which the structure-borne
noise sensor is connected in a measurement signal conduct-
ing manner. The sensor arrangement is characterized accord-
ing to the invention in that the evaluation unit comprises at
least one frequency converter as well as a spectral analysis
device connected after the frequency converter in terms of
process technology and that an event storage unit is con-
nected to the spectral analysis device. The passive structure-
borne noise sensors, which are not visible from outside and
which are disposed inside on the vehicle shell, detect the
minor damage immediately during its occurrence and inde-
pendently of the vehicle operating state. In order to record
and evaluate the vibrations and therefore the minor damage
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as accurately as possible, advantageously a plurality of
interlinked structure-borne noise sensors are provided dis-
tributed spatially on the entire vehicle shell. The events
recorded by the individual structure-borne noise sensors can
then be compared with one another on the one hand and on
the other hand combined into a comprehensive damage
picture which is documented. In this case, an evaluation unit
can be assigned to each structure-borne noise sensor and the
structure-borne noise sensor with the evaluation unit forms
a sensor node. The detected events are transmitted by the
evaluation unit or units to the event storage unit, for example
a retrofitted controller or an on-board vehicle computer and
stored. Any damage can then be determined in a simple
manner by means of a message, e.g. when starting the
vehicle or by reading out using a suitable commercially
available reader for the on-board computer and/or the con-
troller.

In addition, the invention relates to a vehicle, in particular
a motor vehicle, which is characterized by an aforesaid
sensor arrangement for carrying out the aforesaid method. In
a preferred embodiment, evaluation unit, event storage unit
and controller or on-board computer can be formed as a
single spatial unit. According to this, a structure-borne noise
complete signal to be evaluated is composed of structure-
borne noise of the environment and structure-borne noise of
an event, e.g. damage. This structure-borne noise complete
signal is converted into a measurement signal by a mechani-
cal/electrical frequency converter, where the measurement
signal is composed of frequency spectra. The measurement
signal is then evaluated in a next step, where vehicle status
data are also included. The evaluation then results in a
relative measurement value which is relayed as a message.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for recording vehicle-relevant data, in par-
ticular for detecting and for evaluating damage to a vehicle
in which structure-borne noise is detected and evaluated,
comprising:

recording an entire frequency spectrum of the structure-

borne noise caused by an event,
wherein the filter lies at a frequency of at least 500 Hz,
dividing the frequency spectrum with a filter into a lower
frequency range and into an upper frequency range,

characterizing the event by at least one amplitude in the
upper frequency range, wherein the event having an
amplitude in the upper frequency range is included in
an envelope curve analysis,

determining a lower power density, and for the upper

frequency range, determining an upper power density
in the envelope curve analysis for the lower frequency
range,
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determining a relative measured value from the ratio of
the upper power density to the lower power density, and

evaluating, by a controller, the event based on the relative
measured value and storing the event,

wherein the event has a plurality of frequency spectra

recorded consecutively in time which are combined for
the envelope curve analysis of the event and the plu-
rality of frequency spectra is represented in an ampli-
tude curve of the upper frequency range and an ampli-
tude curve of the entire frequency spectrum, and
wherein by integrating the amplitude curve of the upper
frequency range and the entire frequency spectrum
calculates their respective power densities,

the event is stored together with vehicle status data and

ambient conditions,

at least one of the vehicle status data and the ambient

conditions are included in the evaluation of the event,

a plurality of measured values are detected and combined

for the event and a comprehensive damage pattern is
prepared from the plurality measured values, and

the plurality of measured values for the event is compared

with a stored frequency pattern for a specific damage.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the power
density of the lower frequency range is determined by
determining the difference value of the power densities of
the upper frequency range and the entire frequency spec-
trum.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the ratio of
the upper power density to the lower power density is greater
than 1.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein past events
are included in evaluation of future events.

5. A sensor arrangement for installation in a vehicle that
is configured to perform the method according to claim 1,
wherein the sensor arrangement comprises at least one
structure-borne noise sensor which is disposed directly on a
vehicle shell of the vehicle and to which at least one
evaluation unit is assigned to which the structure-borne
noise sensor is connected for signal measuring, wherein

the evaluation unit comprises at least one frequency

converter and at least one spectral analysis device
connected after the frequency converter in terms of
process technology; and

an event storage unit is connected to the spectral analysis

device.

6. A vehicle, in particular motor vehicle, having the sensor
arrangement according to claim 5.
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